
Main Crit eria: National Theatre for Children

Seco ndary Crit eria: Common Core State Standards

Subject : Language Arts

Grades: 6 , 7, 8

National Theatre for Children

How to conserve and be safe around natural gas

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 6  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6 .1

Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6 .2

Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and how it  is conveyed through part icu lar
details; provide a summary of  the text  d ist inct  f rom personal opin ions or judgments.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6 .3

Describe how a part icu lar story's or drama's p lot  unfo lds in  a series of  ep isodes as
well as how the characters respond or change as the p lot  moves toward a resolut ion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.6 .10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, in  the grades 6 -8 text  complexity band prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as
needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6 .1

Cite textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says explicit ly as well as
inferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6 .2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and how it  is conveyed through part icu lar details;
provide a summary of  the text  d ist inct  f rom personal opin ions or judgments.

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6 .3

Analyz e in  detail how a key individual, event , or idea is in t roduced, il lust rated, and
elaborated in  a text  (e.g ., through examples or anecdotes) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including



A-
Literacy.R
I.6 .4

f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Integrat ion of  Knowledge and Ideas

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.6 .7

Integrate in format ion presented in  d if ferent  media or formats (e.g ., visually,
quant itat ively)  as well as in  words to  develop a coherent  understanding of  a topic or
issue.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .2a

Int roduce a topic; organiz e ideas, concepts, and in format ion, using st rategies such
as def in it ion, classif icat ion, comparison/contrast , and cause/ef fect ; include
format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics (e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when
usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3

Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using ef fect ive
technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event  sequences.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3a

Engage and orient  the reader by establish ing a context  and in t roducing a narrator
and/or characters; organiz e an event  sequence that  unfo lds naturally and logically.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3b

Use narrat ive techniques, such as d ialogue, pacing, and descript ion, to  develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3c

Use a variety of  t ransit ion words, phrases, and clauses to  convey sequence and
signal sh if ts f rom one t ime f rame or set t ing to  another.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3d

Use precise words and phrases, relevant  descript ive details, and sensory language to
convey experiences and events.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .3e

Provide a conclusion that  fo llows f rom the narrated experiences or events.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-

With  some guidance and support  f rom peers and adults, develop and st rengthen
writ ing as needed by p lanning, revising, ed it ing, rewrit ing, or t rying a new approach.



Literacy.
W.6 .5

(Edit ing for convent ions should  demonstrate command of  Language standards 1–3
up to  and including grade 6  on page 53.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Research to  Build  and Present  Knowledge

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .9

Draw evidence f rom literary or in format ional texts to  support  analysis, ref lect ion, and
research.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .9 a

Apply grade 6  reading standards to  literature (e.g ., ' 'Compare and contrast  texts in
dif ferent  forms or genres [e.g ., stories and poems; h istorical novels and fantasy
stories]  in  terms of  their approaches to  similar themes and topics' ' ) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.6 .10

Write rout inely over extended t ime f rames ( t ime for research, ref lect ion, and revision)
and shorter t ime f rames (a single sit t ing  or a day or two)  for a range of  d iscip line-
specif ic tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.6

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.6 .1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 6  topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.6 .1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicit ly
draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue to  probe
and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.6 .1b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions, set  specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine
individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.6 .1c

Pose and respond to  specif ic quest ions with  elaborat ion and detail by making
comments that  contribute to  the topic, text , or issue under d iscussion.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .1d

Recogniz e and correct  vague pronouns ( i.e., ones with  unclear or ambiguous
antecedents) .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .1e

Recogniz e variat ions f rom standard English  in  their own and others'  writ ing and
speaking, and ident ify and use st rategies to  improve expression in  convent ional
language.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L

Language Standards



.6

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .2

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .2b

Spell correct ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 6  reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .4 a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .4 d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.6 .6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 7  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7.1

Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7.2

Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the
course of  the text ; provide an object ive summary of  the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7.3

Analyz e how part icu lar elements of  a story or drama interact  (e.g ., how set t ing shapes
the characters or p lot ) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity



STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.7.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, in  the grades 6 -8 text  complexity band prof icient ly, with  scaf fo ld ing as
needed at  the h igh end of  the range.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7.1

Cite several p ieces of  textual evidence to  support  analysis of  what  the text  says
explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7.2

Determine two or more central ideas in  a text  and analyz e their development  over the
course of  the text ; provide an object ive summary of  the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7.3

Analyz e the in teract ions between individuals, events, and ideas in  a text  (e.g ., how
ideas in f luence individuals or events, or how individuals in f luence ideas or events) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.7.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  a specif ic
word choice on meaning and tone.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.2a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion, using st rategies such as def in it ion, classif icat ion,
comparison/contrast , and cause/ ef fect ; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.3

Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using ef fect ive
technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event  sequences.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.3a

Engage and orient  the reader by establish ing a context  and point  o f  view and
int roducing a narrator and/or characters; organiz e an event  sequence that  unfo lds
naturally and logically.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.3b

Use narrat ive techniques, such as d ialogue, pacing, and descript ion, to  develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.3c

Use a variety of  t ransit ion words, phrases, and clauses to  convey sequence and
signal sh if ts f rom one t ime f rame or set t ing to  another.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Provide a conclusion that  fo llows f rom and ref lects on the narrated experiences or



A-
Literacy.
W.7.3e

events.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.5

With  some guidance and support  f rom peers and adults, develop and st rengthen
writ ing as needed by p lanning, revising, ed it ing, rewrit ing, or t rying a new approach,
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Edit ing for
convent ions should  demonstrate command of  Language standards 1–3 up to  and
including grade 7 on page 53.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.7.10

Write rout inely over extended t ime f rames ( t ime for research, ref lect ion, and revision)
and shorter t ime f rames (a single sit t ing  or a day or two)  for a range of  d iscip line-
specif ic tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7.1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7.1b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions, t rack progress toward specif ic goals and
deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7.1c

Pose quest ions that  elicit  elaborat ion and respond to  others'  quest ions and
comments with  relevant  observat ions and ideas that  bring the d iscussion back on
topic as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.7.1d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their
own views.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.2

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.2b

Spell correct ly.

STRAND /  CCSS.EL Language Standards



DOMAIN A-
Literacy.L
.7

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Knowledge of  Language

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.3

Use Knowledge of  Language and its convent ions when writ ing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.3a

Choose language that  expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recogniz ing and
eliminat ing wordiness and redundancy.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words and
phrases based on grade 7 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of
st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.4 a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.4 d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.7.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.

Co mmo n Co re St at e  St andards
Language Art s

Grade 8  - Adopted: 2010
STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.2

Determine a theme or cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the
course of  the text , including its relat ionship  to  the characters, set t ing, and p lot ;
provide an object ive summary of  the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive and connotat ive meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.



L.8.4

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8

Reading Standards for Literature

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Reading and Level o f  Text  Complexity

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
L.8.10

By the end of  the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas,
and poems, at  the h igh end of  grades 6 -8 text  complexity band independent ly and
prof icient ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Key Ideas and Details

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.1

Cite the textual evidence that  most  st rongly supports an analysis of  what  the text
says explicit ly as well as in ferences drawn f rom the text .

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.2

Determine a cent ral idea of  a text  and analyz e its development  over the course of  the
text , including its relat ionship  to  support ing ideas; provide an object ive summary of
the text .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8

Reading Standards for In format ional Text

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Craf t  and St ructure

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.R
I.8.4

Determine the meaning of  words and phrases as they are used in  a text , including
f igurat ive, connotat ive, and technical meanings; analyz e the impact  of  specif ic word
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to  other texts.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2

Write in format ive/explanatory texts to  examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts,
and in format ion through the select ion, organiz at ion, and analysis of  relevant
content .

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.2a

Int roduce a topic clearly, previewing what  is to  fo llow; organiz e ideas, concepts, and
informat ion in to  broader categories; include format t ing (e.g ., headings) , graphics
(e.g ., charts, tab les) , and mult imedia when usefu l to  aid ing comprehension.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Text  Types and Purposes

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3

Write narrat ives to  develop real or imagined experiences or events using ef fect ive
technique, relevant  descript ive details, and well-st ructured event  sequences.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3a

Engage and orient  the reader by establish ing a context  and point  o f  view and
int roducing a narrator and/or characters; organiz e an event  sequence that  unfo lds
naturally and logically.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3b

Use narrat ive techniques, such as d ialogue, pacing, descript ion, and ref lect ion, to
develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Use a variety of  t ransit ion words, phrases, and clauses to  convey sequence, signal



A-
Literacy.
W.8.3c

shif ts f rom one t ime f rame or set t ing to  another, and show the relat ionships among
experiences and events.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.3e

Provide a conclusion that  fo llows f rom and ref lects on the narrated experiences or
events.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Product ion and Dist ribut ion of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.4

Produce clear and coherent  writ ing in  which the development , organiz at ion, and style
are appropriate to  task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specif ic expectat ions for
writ ing types are def ined in  standards 1–3 above.)

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.5

With  some guidance and support  f rom peers and adults, develop and st rengthen
writ ing as needed by p lanning, revising, ed it ing, rewrit ing, or t rying a new approach,
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Edit ing for
convent ions should  demonstrate command of  Language standards 1–3 up to  and
including grade 8 on page 53.)

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8

Writ ing Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Range of  Writ ing

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.
W.8.10

Write rout inely over extended t ime f rames ( t ime for research, ref lect ion, and revision)
and shorter t ime f rames (a single sit t ing  or a day or two)  for a range of  d iscip line-
specif ic tasks, purposes, and audiences.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8

Speaking and Listening Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Comprehension and Collaborat ion

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1

Engage ef fect ively in  a range of  co llaborat ive d iscussions (one-on-one, in  groups,
and teacher- led)  with  d iverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, build ing
on others'  ideas and expressing their own clearly.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1a

Come to  d iscussions prepared, having read or researched material under study;
explicit ly draw on that  preparat ion by referring to  evidence on the topic, text , or issue
to  probe and ref lect  on ideas under d iscussion.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1b

Follow ru les for co lleg ial d iscussions and decision-making, t rack progress toward
specif ic goals and deadlines, and def ine individual ro les as needed.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1c

Pose quest ions that  connect  the ideas of  several speakers and respond to  others'
quest ions and comments with  relevant  evidence, observat ions, and ideas.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.S
L.8.1d

Acknowledge new informat ion expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
just ify their own views in  light  of  the evidence presented.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.1

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  grammar and usage
when writ ing or speaking.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL Recogniz e and correct  inappropriate shif ts in  verb  voice and mood.



A-
Literacy.L
.8.1d

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Convent ions of  Standard English

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.2

Demonstrate command of  the convent ions of  standard English  capitaliz at ion,
punctuat ion, and spelling  when writ ing.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.2c

Spell correct ly.

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4

Determine or clarify the meaning of  unknown and mult ip le-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content , choosing f lexib ly f rom a range of  st rategies.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 a

Use context  (e.g ., the overall meaning of  a sentence or paragraph; a word 's posit ion
or funct ion in  a sentence)  as a clue to  the meaning of  a word or phrase.

EXPECTATION  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.4 d

Verify the preliminary determinat ion of  the meaning of  a word or phrase (e.g ., by
checking the in ferred meaning in  context  or in  a d ict ionary) .

STRAND /
DOMAIN

 CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8

Language Standards

CATEGORY /
CLUSTER

 Vocabulary Acquisit ion and Use

STANDARD  CCSS.EL
A-
Literacy.L
.8.6

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specif ic
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important  to  comprehension or expression.
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